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Frank P. Phillips
BIRTH: 1873

Atlanta, GA, USA

DEATH: March 22, 1949 (aged 76)

Mississippi, USA

BURIAL: Friendship Cemetery

Columbus, Lowndes County, Mississippi, USA

[image: image1.jpg]



One of the fascinating aspects of history is being able to learn about facts, moments, and men and women who have changed our society. Unfortunately, many people from Columbus, MS do not know about some of the real heroes or men and women of faith who greatly contributed to Columbus society. Frank Phillips is one of them. With his philanthropic heart and hard-work he donated his time, a considerable part of his fortune, and even his own house to the YMCA in Columbus. He also worked and donated a substantial amount of his fortune to churches and other institutions he believed in. 

Frank P. Philips was born in Atlanta, GA and was the son of Evelyn Hayden Philips and Thomas Philips in 1873. Unfortunately, Frank’s parents divorced in 1900 when Frank was 27 years old. Following this event there is not much more information about his father. His mother, Evelyn, was born and raised in Atlanta GA and was a well-known worker and member of Atlanta’s foremost pioneer families. She was a very active leader doing social works and activities in her church. More than being admired for her fortune, Evelyn was loved for being a passionate and beloved religious Atlanta woman. She participated prominently in church work until being forced to retire due health issues.  She was born in 1849 at the old Hayden homesite, on the corner of Spring and Marietta Streets in Atlanta. Her parents, the late Judge Julius A. Hayden and Harriet Cone Hayden, distinguished themselves as pioneer citizens. The street they lived on was called Cone Street in Atlanta and was named after Evelyn’s grandfather, the Judge Reuben Cone who was a very wealthy man.  Evelyn Hayden Philips died at her residence in the Ponce de Leon apartments. She was 79 years old at the time of her death.  Frank Philips and B.G. Hazard traveled from Columbus to Atlanta to attend the funeral (Atlanta Constitution 1928)
 Frank Philips was educated at the University of the South, Sewanee, TN and entered the cotton business with the M. Inman Co. in Atlanta in 1892 when he was only 19 years old. In 1900 he opened an office in Columbus, MS for that company. However, in 1907 the Inman Company withdrew from the city, but this was not the end of Philips who soon opened his very own office in town.  Philips was one of the largest independent cotton buyers in Mississippi and a leading cotton man in the south. He was also a Presbyterian Christian man, very generous and philanthropic, and had the role of superintendent of the First Presbyterian Church Sunday School for more than 20 years. In addition, he was also the president of the Columbus Compress Co., vice-president of the National Bank of commerce, a charter member and a former president of the Rotary club, and a former president of the Chamber of Commerce, in 1924, he was honored with the Commercial Dispatch award for being the Columbus Most Outstanding Citizen of the Year (Clarion-Ledger, 1929).
Frank P. Philips and the YMCA
Frank Philips was responsible for the founding of the Columbus YMCA in Columbus, MS in 1930.  Philips himself endowed the organization with one hundred thousand ($100,000.00), and he also served as president for 19 years (Phillips 1949). As a Christian philanthropic man, he donated money to institutions he believed in. He gave $500,000 to provide medical care for the poor people from Lowndes County and contributed large amounts of money to the First Presbyterian Palmer Home in town. During the depression time, Philips continued to donate a large amount of money to the YMCA, but he also tried to ask for as many donations as he could (43:05 min. Hendrix). When the money didn’t come, he used his own money to keep the construction projects going. He and Henry Pratt were very influential in the economy of Columbus, and both were presidents of the Chamber of Commerce in the 1920’s.  Philips and his wife had no children and after she died they donated the house to the YMCA. Philips dedicated a great part of his life to help build and keep the YMCA going. Even after they died, they kept blessing the YMCA with their donations of money and the house they had given. In fact, the house land provided a lot for the Y new gymnasium to be built on. Frank P. Philips, head of the cotton firm of F. P. Philips, business and civic leader in Columbus, died at 1:30 a.m. on March 22, 1949 at Doster Hospital following a long illness. He was 76 years old (Clarion-Ledger, 1949).
Lavinia Robertson Philips
In 1906, when Frank Philips was 33 years old he married Miss Lavinia Robertson from Columbus, MS. Her parents were Earline and Fenton Robertson. The Robertsons and their only daughter Lavinia lived at the corner of Main and 6th Street where the YMCA property is currently located.  Robertson was a very successful businessman in Columbus.  Earline was a very devoted Christian who was loved for many at the Episcopal church in Columbus. There is a room at the church named after Earline Robertson due to the service that her and her husband gave to the church through their work and financial support. They donated a great amount of money to the Episcopal church in Columbus. One very interesting fact about Lavinia is the fact that she was a close friend with Tennessee Williams’ mother, Edwina Williams. Both were members of the Episcopal church in Columbus, they were such good friends that Lavinia’s mother became the godmother of Tennessee William’s oldest sister, Rose Williams. This all happened during the nine years period of time when Edwina William’s father Walter Edwin Dakin worked as a priest at the Episcopal church in Columbus. The wedding was a big event in Columbus. The ceremony was performed by Rev. Dakin (grandfather of Tennessee Williams) at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Carey Cocke of Columbus was the matron of honor and the bridesmaids were: Misses Irene Robertson, Cornelia Hudson, Marion Bradford, Mellie Gray Irion, Josephine Estes, and Laura Young.  Julius Hayden of Atlanta was the best man, and the groomsmen were:  George Harrison Jr. of Atlanta, Dr. Hartwell Cocke of New York, Dr. W.P. Robertson of St. Louis, David Whitfield of Demopolis, AL, J. L. Cox and Fernandes Pope of Columbus. The bride wore a very beautiful gown of messaline satin and point lace. She carried the prayer book used at the marriage of her mother and her grandmother. The church was decorated with palms, smilax, and Easter lilies, and the choir sang during the ceremony. The large reception was held at the bride’s home. After that, the couple went to Atlanta to spend the summer with Frank’s mother. (Atlanta Constitution, 1906).
After Lavinia’s parents died, Frank and herself lived at her parent’s house until they died. The home was torn down to make room to make room for the south extension of the YMCA on main street. Through their life, Frank and his wife Lavinia were and are a great example of philanthropic and selflessness dedication to the Young Men Christian Association. (Pieschel 2018). The prevision of the minimum value of the YMCA building in Columbus was the value of $179,293,000. A four-day campaign was announced with the objective to raise $65,000 fund. This objective was very well succeeded extending to the amount of $69, 293, representing 1,095 pledges. There is a very interesting comment about that in the article “Mississippi and the Y - 09 Nov 1929” saying that “That’s teamwork! And Public Spirit!” This article also says that “A generous citizen, Frank P. Philips, has contributed a $100,000 endowment fund for maintenance.”  And the article continues saying that the “crime conditions and a noticeable laxity in morals among the younger generations have caused greater emphasis to be placed upon the need for strengthening the moral stamina of our boys and girls.” The article also says that the YMCA in Columbus is the materialization of the hope and prayers of this consecrated brotherhood (Mississippi and Y, 1929).
In conclusion, Frank Phillips’ life is worth knowing because of his dedication to help the city of Columbus, MS including and especially the local YMCA and its contributions to the society of Columbus. His contributions are still alive and could be found in every face you can see that has passed through the YMCA. The YMCA is not only a sports complex, but it is also the place where everybody from all kinds of backgrounds can exercise their bodies, hearts, and souls. It was made possible through dedication and hard-work. This legacy will live on as long as the YMCA is still here.
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